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r''>aT* Cla«smaf-«: ? *
%s v e r ^ r  g lad  to  re c e iv e  your book 
"The Third Step"and have read i t  w ith much in te r e s t .
E sp e c ia lly  th a t p e rta in in g  to  le g is la t io n  p e rta in - 
to  le g is la t io n  regard ing  S lavery .
I  was born o f  one o f  the f i r s t  Puritan  fa m ilie s  o f  
Boston and grew uo in  the ve ry  in t e l l ig e n t  community 
o f  South Amherst ju s t  north o f  O berlin .
In  1850 a southern dominated congress passed the 
F u g it iv e  S lave A c t.T h is  compelled us Yankees to  hel£ 
the s la ve -h o ld e r  to  catch h is  runaway s la ve . This 
resu lted  in  f i l l i n g  our country w ith  r e a l  and pretend 
ed s la ve  chasers so th a t none o f  the many free* c o lo r ­
ed poep le in  the North was sa fe  from kidnapping.
Born in  1858 I  do not remember th is  but heard i t  
in t e l l i g e n t ly  discussed through my childhood and 
youth ,so th a t I  know th a t experience w e l l .  A number 
o f  O berlin  men,some o f  the fa c u lty ,s e rv e d  3 months 
in  p rison  f o r  t h e ir  too fr e e  in te rp re ta t io n  th e reo f.
My persona l memory o f  even ts begins w ith that o f  
L in c o ln 's  assass in a tion  and fu n era l.
The fa i lu r e  o f  th a t f in e  memory in  case o f  names, 
fa ces  and recen t events i s  now sometimes embarrassing
L a te ly ,too ,m y  hand has become a b i t  shaky when 
t ir e d ,s o  cannot w r ite  w e l l .  Hence have to  use type­
w r it e r  w ith  but one uncrippled hand. Th ere fore  p lease 
look  w ith  ch a r ity  on blunders.
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